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About .... Samah El Laithy

« 31 years ago I started photography My interest in photography
stemmed from my interest in the moving image. Not having the opportunity to
study cinema I turned to photography instead and taught myself. My
university psychology degree was the springboard, which compelled me to
study people and the world through the stasis of the lens. “ I like to analyze
people in a psychological way to analyze myself”

®  Most of my photographs are with people. One photographer once said “a
picture without a human being is dead.” I have an intuitive feel for world I
inhabit and I am convinced that this must be strongest when I squint through
the lens. “I have to be honest with myself first and then the picture will be
good. I must feel first. Sometimes when I click the camera there is another
click in my heart, and sometimes I know the picture will be horrible”

« T approach photography both intellectually and emotionally. I admires
the great like “Eisenstadt, Henry Cartier — Bresson and Stieghitz, Capa, etc...
and [ am an avid reader of their philosophies. Part of my intuitive “feeling” is
being in touch with art in all its diversity and to imbibe all the knowledge I
can. Stieglitz once said: “to be a good photographer you have to study the best
pictures from painting to photography, visit exhibitions, and museums, steep
yourself in them [the best pictures] until they become a part of your being.
Then if there be any trace of originality within you, you will intuitively adapt
what you have thus made a part of yourself, and tinctured by your personality
you will evolve that which is called style”

« I am continuously aim to stretch myself and embrace change. My
photographs are characteristically untitled “I don’t think a picture or a work of
art needs to be categorized, this is not a T.V catalog.”

«  Art photography is a victim in Egypt, because most people look at it
from that way “it is a camera work, it is not an art”. So still art photography
exhibitions is few in Egypt, although in the past 2 to 3 years, the number of
private galleries interested in showing art photography is increasing. We don’t
have photography schools in Egypt, specialized in teaching all kinds of
photography. We don’t have museums for art photography in Egypt and even
our art museums don’t show photography artwork. An art photographer like
me had to work in commercials to pay for their checks.

« I work as a free-lance photographer, graphic designer, web designer and

learn new things always, things related to art, to life itself.



Words of great photographers inspired me ... and still

1- “Cornell Capa”:

When you can keep looking at it and keep finding more and more in the photograph over a
period of time. When you feel that it sustains and nourishes you, first on one level and then in
another, both as your own capacity to appreciate grows and as a photograph simply becomes
more powerful in its own right over a period of time.

2- “Andre’ Kertesz”:

If people accepted it they accepted it if they didn’t they didn’t I didn’t want to go in another
direction in order to be accepted. I had my style, I didn’t want changing into an American

3- “Duane Michals”:

I think photographs should ask questions. Should not tell me what I already know.

4- “Barbara Morgan”:

The Ability to throw your arms around life.

5- “Philippe Halsmen”:

The face is the only part the body that permits us to see the inner person.

6- “Yousuf Karsh”:

There is a brief moment when all that there is in man’s mind and soul and spirit may be
reflected through, his eyes, his hands, his attitude. This is the moment to record. This is the
elusive moment of truth.

7- “George Kalinsky”:

I try to capture the height of emotion in my subjects their fear, joy, sadness or pain.

8- “John Zimmerman”:

You should follow your own instincts and pursue your own ideas.

9- “Alfred Eisenstaedt”:

The qualification for the profession were an, alert eye, considerable heart, strong stomach

10- “Henri Cartier-Bresson”:

One must photograph with the eye and heart.
He never arranges a scene nor does he pose or direct the subjects.

11- “Alfred Stieglitz”:

Not rooted to things rooted to spirit not rooted to earth; rooted to air ,wherever he is he is.
Always evolving — always going more and more deeply into life — into photography.
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My Group Exhibitions: (inside Egypt).
I Participated in 45 group exhibitions in Egypt since 1990.

Selected ones are:

1- “Salon of Youth” No: 3,5,7,9, 11, 13. 1991 to 2001
2- “General National Exhibition”No: 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 31, 33. 1991 to 2010
3- “Nile Salon Of Photography” No: 2, 4.

4- “Stars of Salon” No: 16. 2004
5- “The festival of women artists in contemporary arts” 2004
6- “Free Creation” 2007
7- “Graffiti Festival 17 2007
8- “Graffiti Festival 2” 2008
9- “Al Madina” 2008
10-“Photography... Egyptian Vision” 2008

Group Exhibitions: (outside Egypt).

1- “Photography Competition and Exhibition” Canada 2001
2- “Egypt — Italy” Italy 2004
3- “Teramo open city” Italy 2005
4- “Free Inspiration” South Korea 2005
5- “Open doors” Austria 2006

Private Exhibitions: (inside Egypt)

1- “Black and White” Cairo - Egypt 1999
2- “16 years” Cairo - Egypt 2004
3- “Floating Over Memories” Cairo - Egypt 2004
4- “A Hug” Cairo - Egypt 2006
5- “Loneliness” Cairo - Egypt 2010

Private Exhibitions: (outside Egypt).

1- “Dance... Dance... Dance” Kigali City - Rwanda 2002

Prizes: (inside Egypt).

1- “First Prize” in photography at “Salon of youth No: 11” 1999
2- “First Prize” in photography at “Salon of youth No: 13” 2001

Private Collection: (inside and outside Egypt).

1- “Modern Egyptian Museum” 1999, 2001, 2005, 2010
2- “Egyptian Embassy in Rwanda” 2002
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Ahmed Fouad Selim

Director Of Egyptian Modern Museum General Art

Commissaire General International Cairo Biennale
President AICA Egypt Section Cairo
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